32                             THE DRAWING-ROOM

arrival of visitors and of those who are to be received in
audience, or have to make verbal reports to the Chan-
cellor. A door to the left leads into a second small
antechamber, while another to the right brings us into a
large oval drawing-room, which extends almost through-
out the entire depth of the building. We are told that
this was once the ball-room of the Minister Alopaeus,
while it now serves as a dining-room when big dinners
are given, and for the buffets at the well-known Parlia-
mentary evenings.1

From this room we pass into a somewhat smaller one,
the four windows of which open on to the Wilhelm-

strasse.....The whole room   leaves  a  bright and

pleasant impression. It is elegant, but by no means
sumptuous, and indeed might be described as compara-
tively simple. The lack of pictures, and the entirely
white ceiling, gives it a certain emptiness and loneliness,
while the old-fashioned arrangements for lighting it are
not quite in harmony with the remainder of the apart-
ment. In this respect, also, the Chancellor is more
unassuming and indifferent to luxury and elegance than
his colleagues of the diplomatic world. Not to speak of
those who live nearer home, let us imagine how the
French Minister for Foreign Affairs would have his
residence furnished by the State!

This drawing-room is used for receptions, but some-
times the Chancellor also dines here with his family.
This reminds me of a characteristic remark of his. On
the 6th of April, 1878, I had the honour to be invited
to dine with him. Having in the course of the con-
versation referred to himself as an " old man," the
Princess remonstrated : " Why, you are only sixty-

* In the late autumn of 1878 I found the library of  the Foreign
Office installed here.